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“The Value of Philosophy” 
STUDY SUPPLEMENT 

PHI 102 and PHI 110

Dr. Wesley J. Mills
*Beginning:
Bertrand Russell (1872 – 1970) was a British-born philosopher, mathematician, historian, and social critic.  He is often thought of as one of the 20th century's most public philosophical logicians. He was also known as a prominent anti-war activist, and even went to prison for his pacifism during the First World War.  He was an outspoken critic of Hitler and Nazism, Russian totalitarianism, and U.S. involvement in the Vietnam War.  Over his professional years, he taught in both the United States and United Kingdom.  In 1950 Russell was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature.

The essay “The Value of Philosophy” is the final chapter of Russell’s work The Problems of Philosophy.  In it, he summarizes the key features and goals of critical thinking that philosophical study and thought offer, as he seeks to promote the idea that people need to interpret the world beyond just self, with its limitations, to engage a wider perspective and possibility for both self and world.
*Interacting:

Bertrand Russell:  “The Value of Philosophy”

Printed text:

http://skepdic.com/russell.html
In reading the essay, reflect and comment on the following questions:
1) What must people free their minds from, according to Russell?

2) What is the primary aim/goal of philosophy?
3) How does philosophy enable people to move beyond their private world to an enlarged understanding of the world?  And what is the value of doing such?
4) Identify and summarize any other point with which you can agree.

